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Friday, December 24, 2021                       4:00 p.m. 
Lessons, Stories, Hymns, Carols, Bells and Candlelight 

The Rev. Susan M. Reisert, Pastor and Teacher                Mr. Bradley Krueger, Music Director 
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(If you are able, we invite you to stand where there is an *.) 

 
Welcome Guests and Friends! 

We extend a special welcome everyone worshiping with us this evening.  If you are interested in finding out 
more about Old South, please visit our webpage:  www.oldsouthhallowell.org. 

If you have trouble with your hearing, listening assistance devices are available in the north entry, or please 
speak with a Greeter. 

 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

  
A Note Regarding Tonight’s Offering:  Our Christmas Eve offering is an Outreach Offering and will be divided 

between the Christmas Fund, a United Church of Christ fund that assists retired church workers, and local 
relief that will be given through our Outreach Fund.  In keeping with Covid procedures, plates are located 

near the exits.  Please place your offerings there before you depart this evening.  Thank you. 
 
Prelude  Eis ist ein entsprungen (Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming) (Johannes Brahms) Organ Prelude 
  Good King Wenceslas       Old South Ringers 
  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear     Old South Ringers 
                              
Greeting and Introduction        Rev. Reisert 
 
*Call to Worship         Deb Morgan        
Leader:  Sing to our God a new song; Sing to our God all the earth. 
People:   Glory to God in the highest heaven.  Peace on earth to all! 
Leader:  The heavens are telling the glory of God.  Let the earth rejoice, let trees of the forest sing for joy!  
People:  Glory to God in the highest heaven.  Peace on earth to all!    
             
*Hymn #132 (Pilgrim)     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”    Verses 1 and 2               
 
*Opening Prayer, followed by the Lord’s Prayer (debts) (unison)    
O God of the Baby of Bethlehem, we come into your presence with praise and thanksgiving.  We hear  
the glad tidings of the angel voices.  We come to experience this good news of great joy for all the people.   
As the shepherds traveled to Bethlehem, we have traveled here – excited, expectant, hopeful; a bit  
skeptical.  Let the words of sacred scripture seep into our hearts, to be treasured and pondered anew.  Let  
the light of your love break forth!  This we pray in the name of the One born in our hearts anew in this  
season, Jesus the Christ:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as  
we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Anthem Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming     Chancel Choir  
 
Lesson One:  The Ancient Words                                                                     
Scripture Isaiah 11:1-9        Walter “Ted” Ruark 
Anthem   Gaudete!        Chancel Choir   
 
Lesson Two:  The Angel 
Scripture Luke 1:26-33        Erroll Adams, Jr.  
Hymn #120 (Pilgrim) “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  Verses 1 and 2 
        
Lesson Three:  Mary and Joseph  
Scripture Luke 2:1-7        Deb Morgan 
Solo  Mary Did You Know?       Torrey Gimpel 
 
Lesson Four:  The Shepherds   
Scripture Luke 2:8-20        Warren Bartlett 
Anthem While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks    Chancel Choir  
Reading  “The Shepherd” by Frederick Buechner    Joel Johnson         



             
Lesson Five:  The Magi         
Music We Three Kings        Old South Ringers 
Scripture  Matthew 2:1-12 (from The Message)             Christine Bartlett          
Hymn #141 (Pilgrim) “The First Nowell”   Verses 1, 2 and 3 
 
Lesson Six:  The Mystery of Incarnation 
Scripture John 1:1-18          Joseph Reisert  
Solo  O Holy Night (Adolphe Adam)      Cynthia McGuire 
                        
*Candle Lighting         Donna and Ron Bansmer 
Lighting the Christ Candle         
One:  As we light this candle, may God’s love for all humanity 
People:  Be born in us tonight. 
Two:  May the love that forgives and transforms 
People:  Be born in us tonight. 
One:  May the love which overcomes division and creates understanding 
People:  Be born in us tonight. 
Two: May the love that brings the blessing of peace 
People:  Be the gift we share and pass on to others. 
 
Sharing the Light of Christ 
Our candle-lighting service symbolizes the light of Christ coming into our troubled world and being shared by 
his followers until the whole world glows with his love and peace. The light will begin with the Christ candle 
and will pass to the candles of the first person in each pew, who will pass the light along.  The sanctuary will 
be darkened as the candlelight is shared and spread.     
 

As you pass the light, please tip only the unlit candles to avoid spilling hot wax on you or your neighbor! . 
When the sanctuary is lit only by the light of candles (real candles and “push button”), we will stand  

and sing “Silent Night.” 
 
*Hymn #138(Pilgrim)  “Silent Night” (first verse sung in German first and then English; all other verses in 
English only)  
 
*Words of Mission and Blessing (congregation response in bold) 
Leader:  When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and princes 
are home,  when the shepherds are back with the flocks, then the work of Christmas begins:  to find the lost, 
to heal those broken in spirit, to feed the hungry, to release the oppressed, to rebuild the nations, to bring 
peace among all peoples, to make a little music with the heart… 
And to radiate the Light of Christ every day, in every way, in all that we do and in all that we say, then the 
work of Christmas begins. 
People:  Let the work of Christmas begin.  Let it begin with us.  Let it begin with me. 
 
Organ Postlude  Fanfare on Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
  

Please share a word of Christ’s peace with your neighbor(s). 
A very Merry Christmas to you! 

We hope we will see you again soon. 
 
Music Notes: 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (Anthem)—Michael Praetorius, edited by Walter S. Collins 
Gaudete!  Piae Contiones, 1582; arr. by Sheldon Curry, incorporating Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 
While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks— G.F Handel, arr. John Rutter 
We Three Kings— arr. by Kevin McChesney 
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear— arr. by Kevin McChesney 
Good King Wenceslas (Gentle Mary Laid Her Child)— arr. by Kevin McChesney 
Fanfare on Hark! The Herald Angels Sing—Felix Mendelssohn / Dick Sanderman 
 
Plants on the Chancel: 
In Memory of Louise Perkins, Roy Perkins & Clyde Morgan—from their family 
In Memory of Rev. Terry Smith and his daughter, Heidi—from Tina Smith and Michael 
 
 


