
 
Welcome to 

Old South Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Hallowell, Maine 

Hybrid Worship (In-person:  Sanctuary) 
  

10:00 am– Announcements and Community Joys & Concerns 
10:10 am– Worship begins 

January 1, 2023 
No matter who you are, no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are welcome here. 
  

Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 
Welcome 
  
Prelude  “Bell Prelude”  Esther Megargel 
 
Introit “Brightest and Best” Morning Star  James P. Harding/Reginald Heber Choir 
 
Call to Worship/Invocation/Lord’s Prayer/Lighting of Candles 

Leader: Cynthia McGuire 
One: Let all of creation praise the name of the Holy One! 
Many:  May the rhythms of our lives praise the Everlasting God. 
One:  Let all of creation praise the name of the Holy One! 
Many:  Living creatures praise the Spirit of God through our breathing, 
living and being. 
One:  Let all of creation praise the name of the Holy One!  Let us pray:  Loving and 
Gracious God, you gather us together as community, knitting us together with grace and 
mercy.  In your presence, there is fullness of love, joy, hope and peace.  As we worship 
this day, may we feel your presence anew.  Receive our praise, dwell in our midst, and 
create in us a heart that yearns for you.  In the name of Emmanuel, we pray, and 
continue our prayer with the prayer He taught us to pray together: 
Many:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our 
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
  
*Hymn and Lighting of Candles    “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  Pilgrim 120 
(words can be found on the Announcements page) 
[During the hymn, those attending in person are invited to come forward and to light 
one of the votive Advent Candles at the front of the sanctuary.  Those on Zoom may light 
a candle and keep it close by during the service.] 
  
Scripture  Matthew 2:1-12 
  



Sermon  Gifts and Consequences 
      
Anthem  “God Loves” Phillip Landgrave   Mills Family Singers 
  
Mission Moment      Christine Bartlett 
  
Offering 

Offertory: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  C. Converse/arr. R. Williamson 
Doxology (Pilgrim #515) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  

Pastoral Prayer 
 Silence, Prayer, Response 
  
*Hymn “Go Tell It on the Mountain”      NCH #154 
(words can be found on the Announcements page) 
  
*Blessing 
  
“How Great Our Joy” Traditional German Carol  Chancel Choir 
  
Postlude      “Joyful!” Beethoven/William Croft - arr. Ruth Elaine Schram 
Fellowship 
****************** 
*Please stand, if you are able 
  
Service information: 
Call and Invocation adapted from Worship Ways at ucc.org. 
  
  
Greeter, In-person:       Greeter, Zoom:  
Worship Assistant:  Cynthia McGuire 
  
More Info/Contact Info 
oldsouthhallowell.org                 oldsouthhallowell@gmail.com 
207-622-1220 
Pastor Susan’s blog:  hopeinthewilderness.com   
Pastor Susan’s podcast:  https://anchor.fm/susan-reisert 
 
Old South Staff: 
The Rev. Susan M Reisert, Pastor and Teacher 
Mr. Bradley Krueger, Music Director 
Ms. Cynthia McGuire, Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Marcy Fullmer, Sexton 
  
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS! 
  
ADVENT GATHERINGS– We will wrap up our Advent discussion on Tuesday at 
Noon.  We’ll meet in person and on Zoom.  The Zoom link will be in the Tuesday 
News&Notes. 
  
WORSHIP MOVES to the PARISH HOUSE– Today is our last worship in the 
sanctuary for a couple of months.  Next Sunday, we will gather at 10:00 in the Parish 
House. 
  
ANNUAL MEETING INFORMATION.  IMPORTANT! 
Our annual meeting this year will be in TWO parts.  More information will be available 
next week, but for now, please plan to stay after worship on January 22 and February 5. 
  
ANNUAL REPORTS are due no later than January 10th at 9:00 am. Thank you! 
  
  
NEWS&NOTES 
Are you receiving the church email that’s sent out on Tuesdays and Thursdays?  If not, 
send an email to the church office and we’ll add you to the list! 
The News&Notes will keep you up-to-date on everything that’s happening at Old 
South.  And, it provides important Zoom links and, occasionally, a fun quiz. 
  
  
OUTREACH NEWS 
Outreach Fund Focus for January: Relief for Ukraine (through the U.C.C.) 
  
BREAD OF LIFE DINNER DELIVERY–  The sign up is online and with the worship 
sign up in the sanctuary. Delivery is this Tuesday, January 3rd. 
  
SUPPORT the Ministry of Old South: 
1.  Checks may be sent to the church PO Box 508, Hallowell, ME 04347 or directly to 
Wendy Wells:  Wendy Wells, 9 Densmore Court, Hallowell, ME  04347 
2.  Online giving (credit card) is available through the Maine Conference.  Please find 
the link on our webpage:  https://oldsouthhallowell.org/ 
  
HANNAFORD PROGRAM:  Next deadline: January 15.  Send to Wendy at the above 
address, or place in the offering plate. Please mark your check clearly for Hannaford. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



HYMNS FOR January 1: 
  
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Pilgrim #120 
 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;  
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
Wish th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
2 Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’ incarnate Deity, 
Please as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
3 Hail the heaven born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings, 
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Go Tell It on the Mountain  NCH #154 
 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hill and everywhere. 
Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 
 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hill and everywhere. 
Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. 
 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hill and everywhere. 
Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
3 Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 
 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hill and everywhere. 
Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
 


