
Christmas Eve at Old South Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ         Hallowell, Maine 

Saturday, December 24, 2022                    4:30 p.m. 

Lessons, Stories, Hymns, Carols, Bells and Candlelight 
The Rev. Susan M. Reisert, Pastor and Teacher        Mr. Bradley Krueger, Music Director 
Ms. Cynthia McGuire, Administrative Assistant                        Ms. Marcy Fullmer, Sexton 

  
(If you are able, we invite you to stand where there is an *.) 

  
Welcome Guests and Friends! 

We extend a special welcome to everyone worshiping with us this evening.  If you are interested 
in finding out more about Old South, please visit our webpage:  www.oldsouthhallowell.org. 
If you have trouble with your hearing, listening assistance devices are available in the north 

entry, or please speak with a Greeter. 
  

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 
         
A Note Regarding Tonight’s Offering:  Our Christmas Eve offering is an Outreach Offering and 
will go to the Christmas Fund, a United Church of Christ fund that assists retired church workers 

and clergy.  In keeping with Covid procedures, plates are located near the exits.  Please place 
your offerings there before you depart this evening.  Thank you. 

  
Prelude:   Still, Still, Still  (Lloyd Larson)     Old South 
Ringers 
                                                                                                                    
Greeting and Introduction                                                              Rev. 
Reisert 
  
*Call to Worship                                             Deb 
Morgan                          
Leader:  Sing to our God a new song; Sing to our God all the earth. 
People:   Glory to God in the highest heaven.  Peace on earth to all! 
Leader:  The heavens are telling the glory of God.  Let the earth rejoice, let trees of the forest sing for 
joy! 
People:  Glory to God in the highest heaven.  Peace on earth to all!                    
            
*Hymn #117 (Pilgrim)     “Angels, From the Realms of Glory” Verses 1 and 3              
  
*Opening Prayer, followed by the Lord’s Prayer (debts)   Leader:  Deb Morgan 
Leader:  Let us pray:                             Candlelighter:  Becky 
Symes 
People:  O God of the Baby of Bethlehem, we come into your presence with praise and 
thanksgiving.   



We hear the glad tidings of the angel voices.  We come to experience this good news of great joy 
for all  
the people.  As the shepherds traveled to Bethlehem, we have traveled here – excited, expectant, 
hopeful;  
a bit skeptical.  Let the words of sacred scripture seep into our hearts, to be treasured and 
pondered  
anew.  Let the light of your love break forth!  This we pray in the name of the One born in our 
hearts  
anew in this season, Jesus the Christ:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and  
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from  
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Solo   The Truth From Above (R. Vaughan Williams)    Bradley Krueger 
 
Lesson One:  The Ancient Words                                                                           
Scripture Isaiah 9:2-7                      Ron 
Bansmer       
Anthem That First Nowell (N. Price & D. Besig)    Chancel 
Choir                                    
 
Lesson Two:  The Angel 
Scripture Matthew 1:18-23                                            Deb Morgan  
Solo  Christmas Lullaby (Jason Robert Brown)    Torrey 
Gimpel    
Hymn  #131 (NCH)   “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” (verses 1 and 2) 
                                                              
Lesson Three:  Mary and Joseph   
Scripture Luke 2:1-7                                                         Don 
Reutershan 
Old South Ringers  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (Kevin McChesney) 
Reading “The Innkeeper” (adapted from The Magnificent Defeat by Frederick Buechner) 
 
Lesson Four:  The Shepherds 
Hymn #120 (Pilgrim) “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (verses 1 and 2) 
Scripture Luke 2:8-20            Christine Bartlett 
Anthem   Shepherd’s Pipe Carol (John Rutter)   Chancel Choir 
 
Lesson Five:  The Magi                                                                       
Hymn #133 (NCH)   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (verses 1 and 4)        
Scripture    Matthew 2:1-12 (from The Message)                      Warren 
Bartlett     
Anthem Brightest and Best (Shawn Kirschner)    Chancel Choir 
 
Lesson Six:  The Mystery of Incarnation 



Scripture John 1:1-18                                      Bonnie 
Nielson 
Solo  O Holy Night (Adolphe Adam)     Cynthia McGuire 
                                                                                                                       
*Candle Lighting                                                                       Nancy and Walter 
“Ted” Ruark  
Lighting the Christ Candle                                                                      
One:  As we light this candle, may God’s love for all humanity 
People:  Be born in us tonight. 
Two:  May the love that forgives and transforms 
People:  Be born in us tonight. 
One:  May the love which overcomes division and creates understanding 
People:  Be born in us tonight. 
Two: May the love that brings the blessing of peace 
People:  Be the gift we share and pass on to others. 
  
Sharing the Light of Christ 
Our candle-lighting service symbolizes the light of Christ coming into our troubled world and 
being shared by his followers until the whole world glows with his love and peace. The light will 
begin with the Christ candle and will pass to the candles of the first person in each pew, who will 
pass the light along.  The sanctuary will be darkened as the candlelight is shared and spread.     
  
As you pass the light, please tip only the unlit candles to avoid spilling hot wax on you or your 
neighbor! . When the sanctuary is lit only by the light of candles (real candles and “push 
button”), we will stand and sing “Silent Night.” 
  
*Hymn #138(Pilgrim)  “Silent Night” (first verse sung in German first and then English; all 
other verses in English only) 
  
*Words of Mission and Blessing/Benediction (Once the “Amen” is pronounced, the 
congregation is invited to respond, “Amen.”  Your candle may be extinguished at this point, or at 
any time during the postlude.) 
  
Organ Postlude           Noël X (Claude Louis Daquin) 
                           

Please share a word of Christ’s peace with your neighbor(s). 
A very Merry Christmas to you! 

We hope we will see you again soon. 
  
 

A special thanks to Old South Ringers: Christine and Warren Bartlett, Carol Mitchell-Cusick, 
Terry Cusick, Cynthia McGuire, Rebecca Symes, Wendy Wells.  
 
Thank you to the singers of Old South’s Chancel Choir: Christine and Warren Bartlett, Torrey 
Gimpel, Joel Johnson, and Cynthia McGuire. 
 



Thank you to our guest singers and musicians: Dennis Farley (string bass), Zachary Gimpel, 
Brendan Krueger (piano), Doris Krueger, Chago Rojas, and Jenelle Westerbeck (violin).   
 
 

Plants on the Chancel: 
In Memory of Louise Perkins, Roy Perkins & Clyde Morgan—from their family 
In Memory of Rev. Terry Smith and his daughter, Heidi—from Tina Smith and Michael 
In Memory of those who have loved us—from Erroll Adams, Jr. and Roger Laliberte 
In Memory of family who have died and in honor of those still living–from Warren and Christine 
Bartlett 
  
Hymns for Christmas Eve 
  
Angels from the Realms of Glory  Pilgrim #117 
  
1 Angels, from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
  
3 Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations, Ye have seen his natal star: 
Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
  
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  New Century #131 
  
1 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold; 
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, great news of joy we bring.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
  
2 Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 
And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
  
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Pilgrim #120 
  
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
  
2 Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’ incarnate Deity, 



Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
  
  
O Little Town of Bethlehem  New Century #133 
  
1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see you lie!  
Above your deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in your dark streets shines forth the everlasting light, 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in you tonight. 
  
4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
  
Silent Night  Pilgrim #138 
  
German verse 
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! Alles schläft, einsam wacht 
Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! 
  
1 Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
  
2 Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
  
3 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
 


