
 
Welcome to 

Old South Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Hallowell, Maine 

Hybrid Worship (In-person:  Sanctuary) 
  

10:00 am– Announcements and Community Joys & Concerns 
10:10 am– Worship begins 

January 8, 2023 
No matter who you are, no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are welcome here. 
  

Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 
Welcome 
  
Prelude  “My Faith Has Found a Resting Place” Marty Parks 
 
Introit “Be Still and Know That I Am God”  Ps. 46/Anon  Choir 
 
Call to Worship/Invocation/Lord’s Prayer/Lighting of Candles 

Leader: Ron Bansmer 
One: We enter this place of worship in search of light to guide our way. 
Many:  We seek to exchange the ashes of mourning for the garland of joy. 
One:  We come because we want to join with others in walking in the light. 
Many:  We worship that our light may shine and draw others in to 
experience God’s light. 
One:  Let us pray:  Holy and Gracious God, we thank you and praise that you have 
brought us together this day.  In the midst of our worship, may your light enliven us, 
strengthening us as the church, as the body of Christ.  As we are mindful of baptism and 
as we gather around the Table, draw us in that we may be refreshed in joy, eager to 
share Your love with all.  In the name of the Beloved One, Jesus the Christ, we pray, that 
One who taught us to pray together: 
Many:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our 
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
  
*Hymn and Lighting of Candles  “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”  Pilg 232 
(words can be found on the Announcements page) 
[During the hymn, those attending in person are invited to come forward and to light 
one of the votive candles at the front of the sanctuary.  Those on Zoom may light a 
candle and keep it close by during the service.] 
  
Scripture  Matthew 3:13-17 
  



Message  Telling the Story, With our Lives 
      
Anthem  “Praise Him, Alleluia!”  Eugene Butler  Choir 
  
Mission Moment      Christine Bartlett 
  
Offering 

Offertory: “Reflection”  Mark Hayes 
Doxology (Pilgrim #515) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  

The Sacrament of Communion 
 Introduction/Invitation 
 Hymn “Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face” (verses 1 and 5)  NCH#336 
 Communion Prayer 
 Communion Music “I Am Thine, O Lord”     William Doane/arr. Mary MacDonald 
 Consecration 
 Sharing the Elements 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  
*Hymn “Jesus Loves Me”  NCH #327 
(words can be found on the Announcements page) 
  
*Blessing 
  
“God Be With You”  Thomas Dorsey/Artelia Hutchins  Chancel Choir 
  
Postlude      “To God Be the Glory” William Doane arr. Larry Shackley 
Fellowship 
****************** 
*Please stand, if you are able 
  
Service information: 
Call and Invocation adapted from Touch Holiness, edited by Maren Tirabassi and Ruth 
Duck. 
  
  
Greeter, In-person:    Ron Bansmer  Greeter, Zoom: Alice Johnson 
Worship Assistant:  Christine Bartlett 
  
More Info/Contact Info 
oldsouthhallowell.org                 oldsouthhallowell@gmail.com 
207-622-1220 
Pastor Susan’s blog:  hopeinthewilderness.com   
Pastor Susan’s podcast:  https://anchor.fm/susan-reisert 
 



Old South Staff: 
The Rev. Susan M Reisert, Pastor and Teacher 
Mr. Bradley Krueger, Music Director 
Ms. Cynthia McGuire, Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Marcy Fullmer, Sexton 
  
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS! 
  
BIBLE BUNCH– Is taking two weeks off.  We’ll start up again on January 24, with the 
topic “Season of Light.”  Scripture passages are below. 
Jan 24, Season of Light, Matt 4:12-23 
Jan 31, Season of Light, Matt 5:1-12 
Feb 7, Season of Light, Matt 5:13-20 
Feb 14, Season of Light, Matt 5:21-37 
Feb 21-- off 
Feb 22-- Ash Wednesday (details tbd) 
Feb 28-- Lenten Bible Bunch begins 
  
ANNUAL MEETING INFORMATION.  IMPORTANT! 
Our annual meeting this year will be in TWO parts– January 22 and February 5.  Both 
meetings will take place after worship.  After taking care of the usual business on 
January 22, we’ll work on a new mission statement.  The last one was adopted in 
2001.  It’s time for a new one.  The new mission statement will help guide us as we make 
decisions on next steps for the congregation. 
  
Both meetings will be hybrid.  Both meetings will involve soup/chili potlucks, for those 
who attend in person (we’ll spread out in the parish house, to reduce possible covid 
transmission).    
  
ANNUAL REPORTS are due no later than this Tuesday, January 10th at 9:00 am. 
Thank you! 
  
MEETINGS this week: 
Tuesday, 1/10– Outreach Team, 10:30, on Zoom (you’ll find the link in the 
News&Notes) 
Tuesday, 1/10– Oversight Committee, 4:30, on Zoom (you’ll find the link in the 
News&Notes) 
  
  
NEWS&NOTES 
Are you receiving the church email that’s sent out on Tuesdays and Thursdays?  If not, 
send an email to the church office and we’ll add you to the list! 
The News&Notes will keep you up-to-date on everything that’s happening at Old 
South.  And, it provides important Zoom links and, occasionally, a fun quiz. 
  
  



OUTREACH NEWS 
Outreach Fund Focus for January: Relief for Ukraine (through the U.C.C.) 
  
BREAD OF LIFE DINNER DELIVERY–  The next one will be Tuesday, Feb. 7th. 
  
SUPPORT the Ministry of Old South: 
1.  Checks may be sent to the church PO Box 508, Hallowell, ME 04347 or directly to 
Wendy Wells:  Wendy Wells, 9 Densmore Court, Hallowell, ME  04347 
2.  Online giving (credit card) is available through the Maine Conference.  Please find 
the link on our webpage:  https://oldsouthhallowell.org/ 
  
HANNAFORD PROGRAM:  Next deadline: January 15.  Send to Wendy at the above 
address, or place in the offering plate. Please mark your check clearly for Hannaford. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
HYMNS FOR January 8: 
  
Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart     Pilgrim #232 
  
1 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 
Stoop to my weakness, might as thou art, 
And make me love thee as I ought to love. 
  
2 I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, 
No sudden rending of the veil of clay, 
No angel visitant, no opening skies, 
But take the dimness of my soul away. 
  
3 Hast thou not bid us love thee, God and King? 
All, all thine own: soul, heart, and strength, and mind; 
I see thy cross—there teach my heart to cling; 
O let me seek thee, and O let me find! 
  
4 Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh; 
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear: 
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 
  
5 Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, 
One holy passion filling all my frame; 
The baptism of the heaven-descended Dove. 



My heart an altar, and thy love the flame. 
  
  
Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face  NCH #336 
  
1 Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face; here would I touch and handle things unseen; 
Here grasp with firmer hand th’eternal grace, And all my weariness upon you lean. 
  
5 We have no help but yours, nor do we need another strength than yours to lean upon. 
It is enough, O Lord, enough indeed; our faith is in your might, your might alone. 
  
  
Jesus Loves Me       NCH #327 
  
1 Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 
  
Refrain: 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
  
2 Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago, 
Taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to me.”  Refrain 
  
3 Jesus loves me! Still today, walking with me on my way, 
Wanting as a friend to give light and love to all who live.  Refrain 
  
  
 
 


