
 
Welcome to 

Old South Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
Hallowell, Maine 

Hybrid Worship (In-person:  Parish House) 
 

10:00 am– Announcements and Community Joys & Concerns 
10:10 am– Worship begins 

January 29, 2023 
No matter who you are, no matter where you are on life’s journey, 

 you are welcome here. 
 

Announcements/Joys & Concerns 
 
Welcome 
 
Prelude  “Take My Life and Let it Be” Cesar Milan/arr. Donna Robertson 
 
Introit “Be Still and Know That I Am God”  Ps. 46/Anon  Choir 
 
Call to Worship/Invocation/Lord’s Prayer 

Leader:  Bonnie Nielson 
One: Holy One, who may abide in your sanctuary?  Who may dwell in your sacred 
creation? 
Many:  Those who love kindness.  Those who love neighbor, friend and foe. 
One:  Holy One, who may abide in your sanctuary?  Who may dwell in your sacred 
creation? 
Many:  Those who walk humbly with You.  Those who follow your lead and 
answer your call. 
One:  Let us pray:  Gracious and Holy God, we enter into your sacred spaces, in 
sanctuaries and in homes, in public gatherings and private places.  You bridge time and 
space to forge us as a beloved community.  You, O God, make plain the way of life for 
us.  Encourage us to join your journey, to love your children and creation, to participate 
in Your holy work among the people.  In the name of Jesus the Christ we pray, the One 
who taught us to pray together: 
Many:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our 
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn and Lighting of Candles  “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God”  NCH #295 
(words can be found on the Announcements page) 
[During the hymn, those attending in person are invited to come forward and to light 
one of the votive candles at the front of the sanctuary.  Those on Zoom may light a 
candle and keep it close by during the service.] 
 



Scripture  Matthew 5:1-12 
 
Message “Getting the Blessing Right”  
      
Anthem  “In This Quiet Moment” Larry Mayfield  Choir 
 
Mission Moment      Christine Bartlett 
 
Offering 

Offertory: “Jesus, I Come” arr. Tedd Smith 
*Doxology (Pilgrim #515) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 Silence, Prayer, Response 
 
*Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  Pilgrim #228 
(words can be found on the Announcements page) 
 
Blessing 
 
“God Be With You”  Thomas Dorsey/Artelia Hutchins  Chancel Choir 
 
Postlude      “In Thee Is Gladness” arr. Terry Osman 
 
Fellowship 
****************** 
*Please stand, if you are able 
 
Service information: 
Call and Invocation adapted from ucc.org. 
 
Greeter, In-person:  Donna & Ron Bansmer   Greeter, Zoom: Kathy Greason 
Worship Assistant:  Galen Davis 
 
 
More Info/Contact Info 
oldsouthhallowell.org                 oldsouthhallowell@gmail.com 
207-622-1220 
Pastor Susan’s blog:  hopeinthewilderness.com   
Pastor Susan’s podcast:  https://anchor.fm/susan-reisert 
 
Old South Staff: 
The Rev. Susan M Reisert, Pastor and Teacher 
Mr. Bradley Krueger, Music Director 
Ms. Cynthia McGuire, Administrative Assistant 



Ms. Marcy Fullmer, Sexton 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS! 
 
BIBLE BUNCH– Is taking another week off.  We’ll start up again on January 24, with 
the topic “Season of Light.”  Scripture passages are below. 
Jan 31, Season of Light, Matt 5:1-12 
Feb 7, Season of Light, Matt 5:13-20 
Feb 14, Season of Light, Matt 5:21-37 
Feb 21-- off 
Feb 22-- Ash Wednesday (details tbd) 
Feb 28-- Lenten Bible Bunch begins 
 
ANNUAL MEETING INFORMATION 
Many thanks to everyone who stayed for last week’s Annual Meeting.  This year’s 
meeting clocked in at 21 minutes!  Many thanks as well to everyone who contributed to 
the potluck lunch and for those who stayed for the gathering that followed, to begin the 
work of creating a new mission statement. 
 
We will gather again after worship NEXT SUNDAY, February 5.  We’ll have another 
potluck, followed by a discussion using the information from last Sunday.  A sign up for 
the lunch is available. 
 
MEETINGS this week: 
Tuesday, 1/31, Bible Bunch at Noon (see above) 
 
 
 
NEWS&NOTES 
Are you receiving the church email that’s sent out on Tuesdays and Thursdays?  If not, 
send an email to the church office and we’ll add you to the list! 
The News&Notes will keep you up-to-date on everything that’s happening at Old 
South.  And, it provides important Zoom links and, occasionally, a fun quiz. 
 
 
OUTREACH NEWS 
Outreach Fund Focus for January: Relief for Ukraine (through the U.C.C.) 
 
BREAD OF LIFE DINNER DELIVERY–  The next one will be Tuesday, Feb. 7th. 
 
SUPPORT the Ministry of Old South: 
1.  Checks may be sent to the church PO Box 508, Hallowell, ME 04347 or directly to 
Wendy Wells:  Wendy Wells, 9 Densmore Court, Hallowell, ME  04347 
2.  Online giving (credit card) is available through the Maine Conference.  Please find 
the link on our webpage:  https://oldsouthhallowell.org/ 
 



HANNAFORD PROGRAM:  Next deadline: February 12.  Send to Wendy at the above 
address, or place in the offering plate. Please mark your check clearly for Hannaford. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS FOR January 29: 
 
I Sing a Song of the Saints of God 
 
1 I sing a song of the saints of God, faithful their whole lives through, 
Who bravely labored, lived, and died for the God they loved and knew. 
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, and another a shepherd in pastures green: 
They were saints of God, if you know what I mean. God, help me to be one, too. 
 
2 They loved their God and they lived that love. It was loving that made them strong. 
They did what was right, for Jesus’ sake, lived justly their whole lives long. 
And one was a prophet, and one was a priest, and another was slain by a fierce wild 
beast: 
There is no earthly reason, none in the least, why I shouldn’t be one, too. 
 
3 They lived not only in ages past, there are hundreds of thousands still. 
The world is filled with living saints who choose to do God’s will. 
You can meet them in school, on the road, or at sea, 
In a church, in a train, in a shop, or at tea: 
For the saints are folk like you and like me, and I mean to be one, too. 
 
 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  Pilgrim #228 
 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down, 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, All thy faithful mercies crown; 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, Enter every trembling heart. 
 
2 Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit Into every troubled breast; 
Let us all in thee inherit, Let us find thy promised rest; 



Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty. 
 
3 Come, almighty to deliver, Let us all thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, Nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, Serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, Glory in thy perfect love. 
 
4 Finish, then, thy new creation; Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation Perfectly restored in thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 


